[A case of anti-GBM nephritis (crescentic glomerulonephritis) associated with membranous nephropathy].
We report a case of endstage renal disease due to simultaneous occurrence of membranous nephropathy and crescentic glomerulonephritis associated with anti-GBM antibodies. The patient was a 60-year-old male and was hospitalized for prolonged anorexia and general malaise. On admission, his body temperature was 38.5 degrees C. Urinalysis revealed 3+ proteinuria and the sediment contained abundant erythrocytes. The urea nitrogen was 142.4 mg/dl, the creatinine 19.5 mg/dl, the potassium 6.47 mEq/dl and CRP 10.1 mg/dl. Anti-GBM antibodies were 1000EU/ml. Immediately after initiating hemodialysis, pulse steroid therapy, plasma exchange and continuous heparinization were performed. However, renal function had been impaired and maintenance hemodialysis was required. Histological examination of the renal specimen revealed marked epithelial crescent formation, whereas thickening of basement membrane and mesangial proliferation were not observed. By immunofluorescent staining, both bright linear and fine granular fixation of IgG and fine granular fixations of C3 along the glomerular capillary walls were observed. Electron microscopy showed subepithelial electron lucent deposits and thickening of the glomerular basement membrane, diagnostic of the advanced membranous nephropathy (stage IV).